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This week, we're looking at scapegoating and how the internet
affect this. It's a term you've probably head before but may not
not know what it really means... so lets have a look!

A "scapegoat" is a person or group that is
blamed for something bad or tragic,
without concrete proof.
So, "scapegoating" is the act of blaming a
group or person for something bad that has
happened, or that someone else has done

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/
scapegoating

Activity 1: Research
Use the internet to do some
research about the term
"scapegoat", answer the 2 questions
below:
1) Where does the word originate?
2) When was it first used in its current
meaning?
In particular, this link may be helpful:
Scapegoat Definition
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Scapegoating can be very minor or
devastatingly serious.
A minor example would be blaming your
brother or sister for finishing the cake
(when you actually ate it yourself).
However, the Nazis blamed the Jews for all
the problem in Germany which ultimately
led to the horrors of the Holocaust.
Scapegoating can be incredibly serious and
it's important to call it out when we see it.

Social Media
As always, anything that happens in real life is
reflected in our online lives. A lot of scapegoating
occurs online. Commentators express their
opinions, placing blame on certain groups, often
without evidence.
If these views match people's prejudices, they can
spread very quickly and become viral - even if
there is no evidence at all!
We must ALWAYS stop and think before sharing
something. Is this a fair accusation? Is there
proof? How does bias play a role?
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Scapegoating happens a lot in politics
because politicians often want to place
the blame outside of themselves.
This has been happening with
Covid-19.
TASK: can you think of any examples of
Covid-19 scapegoating?

United States

Trump has repeatedly referred to Covid-19 as "the Chinese virus",
blaming China for the devastating effects of the pandemic rather than
his own government's lack of action early in the outbreak

Trump has also blamed the World Health Organisation
for the spread of the virus, in an attempt to divert
attention from his own failure to take it seriously
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status
/1239685852093169664?s=20

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/14/us/po
litics/coronavirus-trump-who-funding.html

India
India

In India, Hindu Nationalist have been attacking
Indian Muslims, blaming them for the spread of the
virus.
This is a prime example of pre-existing prejudice
leading to scapegoating in a crisis
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/22/india-muslimscoronavirus-scapegoat-modi-hindu-nationalism/

China
China

In China black people have been blamed for spreading the
virus, they have been banned from entering shops and
restaurants, including a MacDonald's in Guangzhou

A Chinese minister, Zhao Lijian,
made allegations that the virus
may have originated in the US and
been brought to China by U.S.
military personnel in October
2019. All scientific evidence
suggests the virus originated in a
wet market in Wuhan.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asi
a/coronavirus-china-mcdonalds-black-peoplehome-evictions-a9465776.html

https://fsi.stanford.edu/news/c
hina-covid19-origin-narrative

United Kingdom
Early in the outbreak, some right wing
commentators suggested that Muslims
were ignoring the social distancing
guidelines and making the spread of the
virus worse. There was no evidence of
this at all.
The Muslim Council of Britain is in
accordance with all NHS and government
guidance . The first 5 doctors to die of the
virus were Muslim.
Again, pre-existing prejudice takes the
form of finger pointing in times of crisis.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/a
nger-wing-uk-voices-predict-ramadan-virusspread-200413170844190.html

https://twitter.com/toryboypierce/status/12
49405491962433538?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

https://mcb.org.uk/mcbupdates/coronavirus-guidance-formosques-and-madrassas/
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Make a poster about scapegoating to explain it to
your parent/brother/sister. It should include:
1) A few facts about where the term came from
2) A few examples of scapegoating (both
historical examples and current ones)
3) Some information about the role of the
internet in encouraging scapegoating
Then, use your poster to teach other people about
scapegoating and why we need to be careful to avoid
it!
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Answers
1) Where does the word originate?
Leviticus 16:8 - God declared that each year,
two goats should be sacrificed to take the
burden of sin of all people

2) When was it first used in its
current meaning?
1530 is the earliest recorded use of it in it's
current state

